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Dear Members,

I hope this issue of Illuminations 
finds you happy, healthy, and well. 
Springtime is always active at the 
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse as tourists 
flock to Daytona Beach from far and 
wide to soak in the Florida sunshine, 
enjoy the World’s Most Famous Beach, 
and participate in the area’s many 
annual events including Race Week, 
Bike Week, and Spring Break. Be sure 
to visit us on Saturday, April 4th for 
Florida Lighthouse Day. Held annually, 
this important event celebrates 
Florida’s rich maritime and lighthouse 
history. Onsite activities will include 
guided tours of the light station and 
numerous family-oriented workshops. 
Please refer to the Calendar of Events 
on page six for more information 
regarding these and other scheduled 
offerings in the coming quarter. 

The Association is pleased to 
announce the recent restoration of the 
living room in the principal keeper’s 
dwelling. Originally used as the private 
common area where the principal 
keeper’s family would come together 
to socialize and relax, the living 
room is now home to the museum’s 
light station restoration exhibit. The 
curatorial department’s treatment plan 
for this historic space called for the 
removal of modern fiberboard ceiling 
panels, stabilization and restoration 
of the room’s original plaster walls 
and ceiling, refinishing of the historic 
heart-pine floor, and the installation 
of new exhibit panels. This important 
project was completed by museum 

restoration technician Tom DiTusa and 
other members of the maintenance 
department under the supervision of 
administrative staff. All of the work 
was completed per the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Properties. I invite you to 
come see the newly-refurbished living 
room for yourself during your next 
visit. 

The Preservation Association has 
remained actively engaged in its 
initial efforts to stabilize and restore 
the recently acquired Pacetti Hotel. 
As you may recall from the January 
issue of Illuminations, the museum 
purchased the historic site in October, 
2019. Recently completed work 
includes the removal of dead branches 
and other debris from the grounds, 
the installation of new roofs on 
the garage and two adjacent sheds, 
hazardous material remediation, 
initial repairs to the historic seawall, 
and the development of the curatorial 
department’s proposed plans for the 
future interpretation and utilization of 
the historic Pacetti Hotel as a museum 
and public space. Please visit us 
online at ponceinlet.org for additional 
updates regarding the ongoing 
stabilization and restoration of the 
Historic Pacetti Hotel as it progresses. 

The Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
Preservation Association is a not-
for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation that 
currently receives zero tax-funded 
support at either the federal, state, 
or local levels. As one of the  few 
self-sufficient historic preservation 

groups in the country, the Association 
generates 100% of its annual operating 
budget solely in-house through private 
donations, admission and merchandise 
sales, and annual membership dues. 
As such, the Association relies heavily 
on the generosity of donors like you 
to continue its ongoing efforts to 
preserve and interpret this National 
Historic Landmark. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all our members for their 
continued support and to express 
my sincere appreciation to those who 
have made financial contributions or 
contributed their personal time to 
the Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
Preservation Association this year. 
Your generosity will help ensure our 
organization’s success of preserving and 
disseminating the maritime and social 
history of this Ponce Inlet Lighthouse 
for this and future generations. Those 
wishing to donate may do so online at 
www.lighthouselocker.org, by mailing 
a check directly to the lighthouse, or 
by visiting the museum gift shop in 
person. 

Have a wonderful spring and summer 
season! We hope to see you soon!

With Warm Regards,  

Ed Gunnlaugsson
Ed Gunnlaugsson 
Executive Director 
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse 

Preservation Association Staff
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From the Executive Director

Administration 
Ed Gunnlaugsson 
Executive Director

Mike Bennett 
Director of Operations

Ellen Henry  
Curator

Mary Wentzel  
Programs Manager

Felipe De Paula  
Registrar/Assistant Curator

Angel Wuest  
Admin Assistant/Bookkeeper

John Mann
Lead Docent

Maintenance Dept. 
Tom DiTusa

Dave Doiron

Stump Madison

Quincie Wend

Matt Ricco

Frank Skirbe

Richard Feiler

Zack Meese

Gift Shop
Danielle Szemborski 
Gift Shop Manager

Mary Akom 
AssistAnt Gift Shop Manager

Rebecca Munroe
Lead Sales Associate

Dorothy Senne

Donna Doan

Antje Nordman

Jake Dudley

Myriam El Srouji
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 REGULAR HOURS OF OPERATION

September 2, 2019 – may 24, 2020
Open Daily from 10:00 am until 6:00 pm 
(LAst MuseuM AdMission soLd At 5:00 pM) 

may 25, 2020 – September 7, 2020
Open Daily from 10:00 am until 9:00 pm 
(LAst MuseuM AdMission soLd At 8:00 pM)

UPCOMING MEETINGS
april 20, 2020  (monday)  
BoArd of trustees And QuArterLy  
MeMBership Meeting 
(open to generAL MeMBership)

may 18, 2020 (monday) 
BoArd of trustees Meeting 
(CLosed to generAL puBLiC And MeMBership)

June 15, 2020  
BoArd of trustees Meeting 
(CLosed to generAL puBLiC And MeMBership)

Climb to the Moon

Journey to the top of the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and experience this National Historic Landmark in 
all its glory. Join the Old Lighthouse Keeper on a personal tour of lighthouse and lantern room, and 
enjoy breathtaking views of the Atlantic Ocean, Ponce Inlet, and scenic inland waterways.

Toast the setting sun with a sparkling beverage and enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres by the light of 
the full moon with your significant other and friends. Offered only on the eve of each full moon, 
this special event is limited to 25 participants only. Tickets must be purchased in advance by calling 
Angel at (386) 761-1821 ext. 10. Prices are $35 for non-members and $30 for members. 

Food for this event is generously donated by Hidden Treasure Rum Bar and Grille. Locally owned 
and operated, Hidden Treasure Restaurant offers a wide selection of delicious entrees, appetizers, 
and beverages and is located directly across from the lighthouse on the north bank of the Ponce 
Inlet waterway. You can visit them online at www. hiddentreasurerestaurants.com

CLIMB TO THE MOON SCHEDULE

April 7, 2020 
(TuesdAy)

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

mAy 7, 2020
(ThursdAy)

7:15 pm - 8:45 pm

June 5, 2020
(FridAy)

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

memorial day Weekend

may 23 & 24, 2020 (Saturday & Sunday)
open froM 10:00 AM untiL 7:00 pM (LAst MuseuM AdMission soLd At 6:00 pM)

SPECIAL HOURS OF OPERATION
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The Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
Preservation Association is dedicated  
to the preservation and dissemination  
of the maritime and social history of 
the Ponce de Leon Inlet Light Station.

2019 Board of Trustees
Tara Lamb 
President

Bob Riggio 
Vice President

Dave Sweat 
2nd Vice President

Judy Huggins 
Treasurer

Cheryl Cunningham  
Secretary

Edson Graham 
Ellen Pagliarulo 
Ed Davis 
Tony Goudie 
Brad Blais 
Kathy Wilson

Robyn Hurd, Trustee Emerita  
Tami Lewis, Trustee Emerita 
Gladys Davis, Trustee Emerita
 
Advisory Committee 
John Butterfield
Julie Davis
Greg Gantt
Cyndi Ritchey
Mary Lou Fillingame 

Professional Affiliations 
American Alliance of Museums 
American Assoc. for State and  
  Local History
Florida Association of Museums 
Florida Lighthouse Association 
Florida Trust for Historic Preservation
National Trust Forum
Society of Florida Archivists
US Lighthouse Society
Visit Florida
Port Orange & South Daytona  
  Chamber of Commerce 
Daytona Beach/Halifax Area  
  Chamber of Commerce

ILLUMINATIONS is published quarterly 
by the Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
Preservation Association, Inc.

Subscription is a benefit of membership 
in the Association. ILLUMINATIONS 
welcomes letters and comments from 
our readers.

SCHEDULED TOWER CLOSURES

June 5, 2020 (Friday) 
tower CLosed froM 7:00 pM untiL 9:00 pM
MuseuM And gift shop open untiL 9:00 pM (LAst MuseuM AdMission soLd At 8:00 pM)
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Keeper ListingKeeper Listings

Thomas Bush  
Port Orange, FL 
(Endowment Fund Donor)

L. Keith Casagrande
Daytona Beach Shores, FL

Kadie Davis
Maryville, IL

Nancy & Jesse Dillard
Ponce Inlet, FL
(PILH Volunteer)

Janice & Donald Doudna
Ponce Inlet, FL

Tom & Peggy Ellwood
Saluda, NC

Joe & Tammy Gentry
Ponce Inlet, FL

Colin Harmer
Ponce Inlet, FL

Mike & Stephanie Johanns
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Endowment Fund Donor)

Jim & Kathy Kotas
Daytona Beach, FL

Beverly McCall
Longwood, FL
In Memory of Hollis McCall

Patrick & Debbie Pawling
Hamilton, OH

Mary Ann Redinger
Ponce Inlet, FL

Frederick Telling
Port Orange, FL

Calvin Willard
Port Orange, FL
(Endowment Fund Donor)

Kenneth & Ginger Sewell
Port Orange, FL

David & Jennifer Ahrend
Port Orange, FL

Mark Albenze
Ponce Inlet, FL

Harriet B. Anderson
Daytona Beach, FL

Brad & Anne Blais
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Bruce & Janet Babbitt
Danville, IN

Richard & Diane Boynton
Exeter, NH

Phyllis Campbell
Wake Forest, NC

Bill & Judy Carrico
Ponce Inlet, FL

Bart Colwell
Utica, NY

Cheryl & Jim Cunningham
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Joe & Judy DiCarlo
Ponce Inlet, FL

Julius & Becky Erlenbach
Ponce Inlet, FL

Dana & Janice Fredey
Oviedo, FL

Ted & Suzi Hahn
Ponce Inlet, FL

Michael Harvey
Andover, MA

Jim & Mary Lou Hinson
Ponce Inlet, FL

Karen Huffman
Port Orange, FL

Jeffrey & Andrea Kidd
Oviedo, FL

Nick & Catherine Klasne
Port Orange, FL

John & Patricia La Belle
Ponce Inlet, FL

Robert & Tara Lamb
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Alan & Jacquelyn Law
Oak Lawn, IL

Tami & Charles Lester
Monticello, FL
(Trustee Emerita)

Helen & Bill Magale
Ponce Inlet, FL
(PILH Volunteers)

Kenneth Marshall
Ponce Inlet, FL
(PILH Volunteer)

Raymond & Stacey Mayernik
Ponce Inlet, FL

Ward & Terry Mead
Jacksonville, FL

The Connection 
Harvey & Connie Bach 
Ponce Inlet, FL

VyStar Credit Union
Basilia Brown
Port Orange, FL

Ponce Inlet Corvette Club
Frank Italiano
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Endowment Fund Donor)

Raymond James & Associates                 
Brian & Kasey Layman   
Ponce Inlet, FL 
(Endowment Fund Donor)

Racing’s North Turn 
Walt & Rhonda Glasnak 
Ponce Inlet, FL

 

Uhar & Company, Inc.
John Uhar
Washington D.C.

Rue & Ziffra, PA 
David Sweat 
Port Orange, FL
(Board Member)

Roebuck Construction
Donald Roebuck
Debary, FL

Caton Hosey Insurance
Rex Caton & John Hosey 
Port Orange, FL

Abbott Communications
Arthur & Stephen Abbott
Maitland, FL
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Keeper ListingKeeper Listings

Roy Ambinder
Ponce Inlet, FL

John & Donna Becker
Ponce Inlet, FL

William Beier
Ponce Inlet, FL

Joseph & Mary Blasewitz
Safety Harbor, FL

Hyatt & Cici Brown
Ormond Beach, FL

Larry & Gin Burnham
Ormond Beach, FL

Joe & Kathy Cannon
Ponce Inlet, FL

Ralph & Priscilla Carbone
Lynnfield, MA

Mike & Debi Corbett
New Smyrna Beach, FL

Denise Cordrey
Crown Point, IN

Michael & Roberta Cove
Winter Haven, FL

Russell J. & Alince Coyne
Harrisburg, PA

Therese & Jay Crumley
Ponce Inlet, FL

Robert & Mary Darge
South Lyon, MI

Edwin & Barbara Davis
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Dr. Phillip & Valerina Day
Daytona Beach Shores, FL

Charles & Phyllis Drummond
Coupeville, WA

Kenneth Dunne
Ponce Inlet, FL

Ronald & Chris Ecker
Satellite Beach, FL

Dennis & Patricia Engel
Mesa, AZ

John & Beth Fitzgibbons
Ponce Inlet, FL

Dennis Fons
Franklin, WI

Mary & Jeff Garvin
Daytona Beach, FL

Marc Greenstein
South Daytona, FL

Joan Griffith
Norwich, NY

William Henry
Ormond Beach, FL

Carlton & Cler Hudgins
New Smyrna Beach, FL

Judy & Ron Huggins
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Mike & Jenett Jones
Ponce Inlet, FL

Edwin Klecan
Monroe Township, NJ

Robert Knight
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

Rick Kolodinski & Ann Bradey
New Smyrna Beach, FL

Tawna Kramer
Ponce Inlet, FL

Betty Lester
Tallahassee, FL

Marsha Lewis
Daytona Beach, FL

Donna Lough
Depew, NY

Larry & Helen Lynch
Ponce Inlet, FL

John & Ann Macdonald
Jacksonville, FL

Patrick Magrady
New Smyrna Beach, FL

Judge Gil & Betsy McBride
Cataula, GA

Vicky McDowell
Holly Hill, FL

James Morris
Ponce Inlet, FL

Jim & Kathy Murray
Milton, VT

Cledith & Dinah Oakley
Daytona Beach, FL

Roger & Lisa Packard
Port Orange, FL

Ellen Pagliarulo
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Howard & Lois Paritsky
Ponce Inlet, FL

Marie L. Paris
Edgewater, FL 

Robert & Lisa Putt
Ponce Inlet, FL

Ron & Sharon Redick
Columbus, OH

Chapman J Root II
Ormond Beach, FL

Gordon Russell
Daytona Beach, FL

Joseph Semas
Ponce Inlet, FL

Bob & Jan Shaw
Ponce Inlet, FL

William & Jackie Sheeran
Tiverton, RI

Robert & Mary Ann Shrum
Gahanna, OH

Lisa & Stuart Sixma
Ponce Inlet, FL

Robert L Smith
Vero Beach, FL

Wilbur F. Taft
Ponce Inlet, FL

Kenneth & Nancy Terry
Munford, TN

Wayne & Joanne Thaller
Port Orange, FL

Mary Jane Thompson
Port Orange, FL

Deborah Tolomeo
Mountain View, CA

Patricia Troutman
Winter Park, FL

Edward Walker
Sanford, FL

Pam Williams
Gainesville, FL

John Clifton
Ponce Inlet, FL

Mike Richards
Pompano Beach, FL

Irene Little
Stuart, FL

Sharon J. Rieck
West Palm Beach, FL

Jim & Nicole Thorsen
Ponce Inlet, FL

Ohio River Trading Company
Wooster, OH

John & Denise Peterson
Port Orange, FL

Billy Joe Potts
Port Orange, FL

Robert & Margie Riggio
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Larry & Jennifer Short
Port Orange, FL

Robert G. & Marsha H. Smith
Tucson, AZ

James & Melissa Taylor
Ponce Inlet, FL

William & Marie Van Houten
Ponce Inlet, FL

Kathy Wilson & Bob LeDone
Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)

Greg & Marlyn Zullig
Winter Springs, FL

Andre Carollo
Ponce Inlet, FL

Harry & Teresa Suter
Ponce Inlet, FL
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April, May & June 2020 Calendar of Events

April 4, 2020,   ................................................................................ Florida Lighthouse Day 
Saturday, 10:30 am to 2:30 pm
Celebrate our state’s rich maritime and lighthouse history by visiting the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse on Florida Lighthouse 
Day! Tour the historic grounds, climb to the top of Florida’s tallest lighthouse, and participate in family-oriented 
activities and workshops. Learn about Florida lighthouse and regional history from the museum’s historic reenactors 
and discover what it was like to live and work at the Ponce Inlet Light Station in the early 1900s as you talk with the Old 
Lighthouse Keeper in his office.   

April 9, 2020,  ................................................................................  Spring Homeschool Day
Thursday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse Homeschool Day is a biannual event that draws students and parents from far and wide and 
is considered one the museum’s most popular educational offerings. Join us on April 9th for a day of fun, interactive 
workshops and activities that will teach students about simple tools and machines used by the light station’s builders 
and the historic keepers who maintained the beacon. The 2020 Spring Homeschool Day event is designed for children 
age 8 and older and is limited to fifty participants. Advanced registration is required and special admission prices apply. 
Parents may purchase Homeschool Day tickets online at www.lighthouselocker.org starting March 17th at 1:00 pm. 
Please contact programs manager Mary Wentzel at mwentzel@ponceinlet.org or  (386) 761-1821 ext. 18, for more 
information.

May 16, 2019,  ............................................................................  International Museum Day 
Saturday, 10:30 am to 2:30 pm
The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse is proud to be a part of the international museum community. Museums are the story 
tellers of mankind’s collective knowledge and experiences. Observed annually by museums around the world, 
International Museum Day celebrates these important centers of learning. Participate in fun, hands-on activities and 
workshops designed for children and families.

May 23-25, 2020 ,  ............................................................................  Memorial Day Weekend
Saturday - Monday, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Discover over 130 years of maritime history as you tour one of the largest and best preserved light stations in the 
country. Explore the museum, participate in special presentations, and climb 175 feet to the top of Florida’s tallest 
lighthouse where spectacular views the World’s Most Famous Beach, Ponce Inlet, and inland waterways await. All active 
and former US military service members will be provided free admission to the lighthouse and museum on Memorial 
Day with proof of service.

June 14, 2020,  ...........................................................................................................  Flag Day
Sunday, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm
Join us at the lighthouse in celebration of Flag Day! Participate in numerous family-oriented workshops and activities!  
Explore the historic Ponce De Leon Inlet Light Station and climb to the top of Florida’s tallest lighthouse! Scheduled 
activities include learning how Semaphore flags were used by mariners to communicate with other ships at sea and 
with those on shore; discovering what life was like for lighthouse keepers and their families more than 100 years ago, 
and a special arts-and-craft workshop for the kids where they can  make their very own lighthouse pennant or flag to 
keep.       

July 3 - 5, 2020,  ..................................................................  Independence Day Celebration
Friday - Sunday
Join us at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and Museum during the July 4th weekend in celebration of Independence Day! 
Explore our historical exhibits and climb the tallest lighthouse in Florida.  

ATTENTION READER: Unless otherwise noted, all scheduled events and activities at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse are 
provided free of charge to participating guests with the price of regular admission. Additional information regarding 
scheduled events can be found online at www.ponceinlet.org under the Calendar of Events tab. Individuals wishing to 
learn more about these and other upcoming scheduled events may contact programs manager Mary Wentzel by phone at 
(386) 761-1821 ext. 18, or via email at mwentzel@ponceinlet.org. 
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Feature Article

The original plans for the Mosquito Inlet Light Station, 
now the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and Museum, called 
for a single large building to serve as the home for two 
keepers and their families. This plan had been carried 
out earlier at the St. Augustine light, and after ten years 
of experience with the situation there, the Light-House 
Establishment rethought the plan for Mosquito Inlet. 
Three individual houses for the keepers and families 
were constructed here, but as can be seen from the 
following letters, conflicts in this remote place were 
fairly common.

The Mosquito Inlet Light Station went into operation 
in November of 1887. The first principal keeper was 
William Rowlinski. His first assistant keeper was Lucius 
Stringfellow, and his second assistant was John Abbott. 
Apparently, Rowlinski was fairly strict and difficult to 
work for, and a conflict was soon under way. Rowlinski 
was accused by his assistants of being unfit to command 
the light station.

Lucius Stringfellow quickly wrote to Lt. Commander 
Mackenzie, the United States Light-House Establishment 
inspector for the Sixth District. Stringfellow reported 

several incidents where the “carelessness of the Keeper” 
might have resulted in harm to the light source inside 
the first order Fresnel lens at the top of the tower. John 
Abbott, the second assistant, also signed the letter. 
According to Stringfellow, Rowlinski had failed to 
properly shut off the lamp on one occasion and overfilled 
the oil reservoir on another, resulting in significant oil 
spillage on the lantern and watch room floors. Another 
incident involved Stringfellow not being able to take 
time off from his duties to tend to his sick wife.

Excerpt from a letter dated July 27th, 1891:

“Recently the wife of the assistant keeper, Mr. 
Stringfeller, was seriously ill. The second assistant 
keeper volunteered to take the place of Mr. Stringfeller 
in order to permit him to remain with his wife, as there 
was no one else to care for her. This, however, the keeper 
refused to allow, saying in a very rude and insulting 
manner that whether she died or lived, each man must 
perform his duties. The community has been much 
shocked and state that this is only one of a series of 
brutal and overbearing acts on the park of the keeper. 
The latter [Rowlinski] is an old confederate soldier 
and has no special claim on the government. The 
Board requests you to make immediate investigation 
in regard to this complaint and report the results to 
the Board.”

Results of an investigation by Lt. Commander 
Mackenzie from October 15th, 1891:
“Subject: ‘Mosquito Inlet Light Station, Florida. 
Investigation of charges against Keepers.’

Prior to the investigation, Mr. William Rowlinski and 
Mr. L. G. Stringfellow were notified that I would hold an 
investigation on the 21st of September and I instructed 
them to have such witnesses present as they deemed 
necessary, copies of which notifications are enclosed 
marked D. and E. Copies of the affidavits of Mr. 
William Rowlinski, Keeper, and Mr. L. G. Stringfellow, 
1st Assistant Keeper, Mr. John Abbott, 2nd Assistant 
Keeper, Mr. T. J. Abbott, and Mr. John Gardner, marked 
respectively F. G. H. I. and K. sworn to before a notary 
Public, are also enclosed.

Trouble at Mosquito Inlet:
Conflicts at the Light Station from 1891-1919

Principal Keeper William Rowlinski 
and his wife Mary Jane
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In regard to the complaint made of brutality against 
Mr. Rowlinski, in not allowing the 2nd assistant, 
Mr. Abbott, to take the duty of Mr. Stringfellow, the 
Investigation shows that this charge was not preferred 
until nearly six months after the occurrence, and then 
only as a counter-charge to Mr. Rowlinski’s letter of July 
12th, marked A., and further, that no request to the 
Keeper was made by Mr. Stringfellow to be excused from 
his duty, but the request was made by Mr. Abbott only, 
and as his (Mr. Abbott’s) physical condition was such 
that he could with difficulty at that time perform his 
own duties satisfactorily, I consider that the Keeper was 
justified in refusing to allow Mr. Abbott to do double 
duty. The 2nd Assistant has stated under oath that he 
has no complaint to make against the Keeper in regard 
to his treatment of him.
 
I consider therefore, that the charge of accustomed 
brutality against the Keeper is not sustained by the 
evidence. I beg to call the Board’s attention to the fact 
that the Keepers have sworn to statements directly 
opposite: Mr. Stringfellow and Mr. Abbott both declaring 
that no disrespectful or insubordinate language has 
been used to the Keeper by Mr. Stringfellow, and Mr. 
Rowlinski making a sworn affidavit as to the very 
language used, showing, as I stated in my letter of 
August 1st, the difficulty of getting at the true facts in 
the case.

I have no hesitation in saying that I consider Mr. 
Rowlinski one of the best Keepers in the District, and 
the Station of the best kept, due in a great measure to 
his own personal exertion, and I would recommend, 
therefore, that he be retained in his present position. 
In regard to the 1st Assistant Keeper, Mr. L. G. 
Stringfellow, I would say that his transfer, if practicable, 
to some other station, as I stated in my letter or August 
1st, is the only way I can see to prevent a repetition of 
the same difficulty.
 
The differences between the Keeper and 1st Assistant 
have been going on for some time, and, under the 
existing circumstances, a true statement of facts can 
only be guessed at.”

Stringfellow continued writing letters to the Light-House 
Board for many months, citing incidents allegedly 
committed by Rowlinski that the district inspector 
considered both trivial and inappropriate. Despite both 
written and verbal reprimands by Lt. Cmdr. Mackenzie 

regarding the keepers’ continued quarrelling and 
airing of grievances against one another outside of the 
Light-House Establishment, the light station’s working 
environment continued to deteriorate. 

Believing that Stringfellow’s behavior was motivated 
by a desire to acquire the principal keeper’s position, 
Lt. Cmdr. Mackenzie stated that he “could think of 
nothing worse than for Mr. Stringfellow to be made 
Principal Keeper of any station” believing he would be 
dismissed “within a year for keeping a dirty station if 
he were in charge.” Having exhausted all other options 
to resolve the conflict between the keepers, Mackenzie 
recommended that both Stringfellow and Abbott be 
discharged from the Light-House Establishment and 
that Rowlinski be transferred to the Georgetown Light 
Station where only one keeper was needed.

Feature Article

8

Image of Lucius Stringfellow from the 
Sanford Herald, Celery City Edition, Winter 1910
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Excerpt from a letter dated November 30th, 1891:
“Sirs:
For some time past the Board has been annoyed and 
inconvenienced by dissensions between the keeper 
and the First Assistant Keeper at this station. Effort 
has been made without avail to have these difficulties 
reconciled.

The board sees no reason why this one station should 
occupy so much of the time and attention of the Light 
House Establishment in settling the personal difficulties 
and grievances of two of its keepers and is unwilling 
that such a state of affairs should continue.

It is therefore directed that you at once make such an 
adjustment of the differences that may exist between 
you and conduct yourselves each of the other in such 
a manner as will insure harmony and efficiency at 
the station.

If the present unsatisfactory condition of affairs is not 
remedied at once, the removal of both will result and 
you will be replaced by Keepers who can live together 
in a way that will not bring annoyance and discredit 
upon the Service.”

Although the Board followed the recommendations of 
Lt. Cmdr. Mackenzie in regards to the discharge of John 
Abbott and transfer of William Rowlinski, intervention 
by one of Stringfellow’s political advocates, Florida 
Senator Wilkinson Call, prevented his dismissal. Lucius 
Stringfellow was instead demoted to laborer at the 
Mosquito Inlet Light where he was later promoted 
to second assistant under the new principal keeper, 
Thomas O’Hagan. 

Mackenzie disapproved:

 “I think Mr. Stringfellow has been treated with great 
consideration and I can imagine nothing worse for 
him than to be made principal keeper at any station, 
for he is a man who needs someone over him and I 
believe that were he in charge he would be discharged 
within a year for keeping a dirty station.

Now, with regard to Mr. Call’s letter, herewith 
returned: for all the trouble at Mosquito I believe 
that Mr. Stringfellow is quite as much to blame as 
Mr. Rowlinski, I believe that, before my time, on one 
occasion, Rowlinski did refuse Stringfellow permission 
to be absent when his wife was ill, but I believe that 
under similar circumstances Rowlinski would have 

kept his watch if his own wife had been ill.

There is a peculiarly rigid idea of duty about Rowlinski 
which has its good points but which I think unfitted 
him to be in command over other keepers. On the other 
hand, Stringfellow was continually pulling Rowlinski’s 
leg.”

William Rowlinski himself wrote to Lt. Commander 
Mackenzie in order to defend himself and explain his 
point of view. Rowlinski stated that Stringfellow was a 
trouble maker who had many times threatened to report 
the principal keeper. Letters went back and forth and it 
became clear that these men have had serious quarrels.
Rowlinski was nonetheless given a pay cut and sent 
to the Georgetown Light Station. Thomas O’Hagan, 
the Georgetown keeper, was transferred to Mosquito 
Inlet. Abbott was discharged from service, Stringfellow 
was demoted to laborer, and L.C. Demaree, the second 
assistant at Cape Canaveral, was promoted to first 
assistant keeper at Mosquito. Shortly after this shift, 
conflicts again arose at the station. 

Mackenzie defended O’Hagan from Stringfellow’s 
new attacks:
“The new man who had just been appointed as 
assistant keeper in Stringfellow’s place did not succeed 
to the vacancy made by the transfer of Rowlinski to 

Feature Article

>> continued on next page

Principal Keeper Thomas Patrick O’Hagan



April 2020  •  Ponce de Leon Inlet Light Station

a different station. That vacancy was filled by T. P. 
O’Hagan, one of the very best keepers in the district. 
He had been 16 years in the Light House Service; he had 
been employed at Fort Ripley, Charleston, Sullivan’s 
Island and Georgetown Light Stations. He was not a 
new man; he had had ample experience and he was 
not recently inducted into office. 

Although Mr. O’Hagan was a stranger to the people in 
the vicinity of Mosquito Inlet Light Station, I understand 
that he is very much liked. I should like to make a good 
bet that if an investigation of the relative popularity 
in the vicinity of Mosquito of the three keepers at that 
station were made, that Stringfellow would come in a 
bad third.

Mr. Call now requests that Mr. Stringfellow be appointed 
to the position of principal keeper at Mosquito Inlet. 
Should this be done it would be a direct reward for 
his disobedience of the Board’s instructions of the 30th 
of November, 1891, of my orders given in July 1893, 
and of his continued bickering and quarrels with the 
principal keeper.

I do not suppose it is possible, but I wish you could 
find some way to stop Mr. Stringfellow from intriguing 
through Mr. Call.”

Unfortunately, the Light-House Board soon realized 
that Lt. Cmdr. Mackenzie’s opinion of Stringfellow 
as a lighthouse keeper was far more accurate that 
Senator Call’s. Within a few months of regaining his 
keeper status, Stringfellow began to engage in the same 
behaviors that had nearly caused his termination less 
than a year before. At Stringfellow’s urging, the new first 
assistant keeper, L. C. Demaree, began to write frequent 
letters to the district inspector accusing Mr. O’Hagan of 
unfair practices and alleged violations of Establishment 
laws and rules. Viewed as trivial and unsubstantiated 
claims, the Light-House Board once again found itself 
dealing with what was fast becoming one of the most 
troublesome light stations in the district. Believing that 
the station’s hostile environment was a product of the 
assistant keepers’  endeavors to have O’Hagan removed 
and to earn promotions for themselves, the Light-House 
Board fired them both on June 29th, 1897. 

Rocks, Docks, Sheds, and Telephones
As one series of conflicts was ending, another one was 

brewing between the keepers and their neighbors. Bartola 
J. Pacetti, known as Bert, was one of four sons born to 
Bartola C. Pacetti, the man who had sold land to the 
government for building a lighthouse at Mosquito Inlet. 
Bert had numerous conflicts with lighthouse keepers 
including Thomas O’Hagan and John Lindquist. Bert 
built his house next door to his parents’ Pacetti Hotel 
and worked as a boat captain and guide. He met many 
influential people and was eventually appointed to a 
government post as a Federal Bird Reservation Inspector. 
Later, after the Ponce Park area ceased to be a Federal 
Bird Reservation, Bert was known as an assistant game 
warden. 

Bert concerned himself with all aspects of controversy 
at the lighthouse. He was certain that the keepers were 
removing rocks from the riverbank in front of Pacetti 
property and appealed to the government with a damage 
claim. He was also certain that a boat ramp constructed 
next to his property for the purpose of launching the 
keeper’s boat was also either actually on his property 
or partly on it. The government denied Bert’s claim of 
$100 in damages to his land.

Additionally, Bert claimed that a shed had been 
constructed on his property by the lighthouse keepers, 
and the government surveyed the land. They discovered 
that the shed and boat ways did indeed encroach 6-12 
inches onto Pacetti property. In a letter from 1904, the 
lighthouse inspector of the Sixth District reported that 
Bert Pacetti “seems animated by a spirit of personal and 
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TROUBLE AT MOSQUITO INLET (continued)

Bert Pacetti, his wife Bertha Rowlinski 
(daughter of William Rowlinski), and their children 

Mattie and Robert
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malignant hostility against Mr. O’Hagan, the keeper” 
without a real cause and that Pacetti seemed perfectly 
capable of doing violence to the keeper. The inspector 
asked the Light-House Establishment to intervene and 
somehow protect keeper O’Hagan and his interests 
should Bert Pacetti try to sue him. The government in 
turn requested that the keeper move the shed off Pacetti 
property.

Excerpt from a letter dated June 7th, 1904:
“This Mr. Pacetti is the same person who has previously 
made several charges against the keeper, accusing him of 
trespass and of damaging his property, and concerning 
which charges I have already reported in full to the 
Board.

He seems to be animated by a spirit of personal and 
malignant hostility against Mr. O’Hagan, the keeper, 
and, so far as I could learn, entirely without just cause, 
and he rejected all my efforts to conciliate him or to 
compromise matters during my two visits to the station.
I do not know how far he may carry out his threats but 
he seems to be of a very vindictive disposition and what 
he has already done seems to justify the belief that he 
will go further.

As Mr. O’Hagan is a keeper of excellent record and as 
whatever he may have done seems to have been done 
in the interests of the service, I would respectfully 
recommend that such steps as the Board may deem 
proper be taken to protect him from further annoyance 
on the part of Mr. Pacetti.”

Bert Pacetti had difficulties with the next principal keeper, 
John Lindquist. In early 1919, a series of letters between 
Bert and the superintendent of lighthouses and various 
other officials outlines a controversy about telephone 
usage at the inlet. One of the first phones in the area was 
installed at the lighthouse in 1917. The phone lines ran 
across the inlet to an exchange in Coronado (now New 
Smyrna Beach) and then all the way down to a Coast 
Guard facility at Jupiter Inlet. Pacetti family members 
wanted access to this telephone, since the alternative 
was a trip to the train station in Daytona Beach where 
they could send telegrams. 

Bert and his daughter Mattie both tried to use this 
phone and both were refused permission by Principal 
Keeper Lindquist and his lighthouse district supervisor. 

Letters traveled back and forth between H.L. Beck, the 
superintendent of lighthouses, and Bert Pacetti over 
the use of the government line, with Beck insisting that 
his regulations stipulate that “no private conversations 
will be permitted under any circumstances.” Lindquist, 
he argued, was simply doing his job by enforcing these 
regulations.

Eventually, the acting chief of the U.S. Bureau of 
Agriculture became involved and wrote to the commis-
sioner of lighthouses in Washington, D.C. requesting that 
Bert Pacetti be allowed use of the lighthouse phone for 
urgent official business. A reply went out from Washington 
saying the matter was under investigation. The Lighthouse 
Service finally decided that Pacetti could transmit his 
official messages by phone, but the lighthouse keeper had 
to do the actual calling. A letter was sent to Bert Pacetti 
informing him of this decision, and the matter seems to 
have been settled.

Excerpt from a letter dated May 19th, 1919:
“From: Mr. George R. Putnam, Commissioner, Bureau 
of Lighthouses
To: Superintendent of Lighthouses of Charleston, S.C. 

I beg to state that the keeper at Mosquito Inlet Light 
Station will be instructed to transmit official messages 
to and from Mr. B. J. Pacetti, United States Deputy Game 
Warden, or any other member of his family, when the 
communications are shown to said keeper , or other 
evidence is submitted to show that the messages to be 
sent are official, it being understood, however, that the 
telephoning shall be done by the keeper himself.”

1888 photograph of the Mosquito Inlet Light Station
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AnnuAl Ponce Inlet lIghthouse Volunteer AwArds dInner

Established in 1972, the non-profit Ponce de Leon 
Inlet Lighthouse Preservation Association has a long 
history of volunteerism. The Association’s founding 
members were volunteers and its earliest accomplish-
ments were achieved by a volunteer workforce. The 
organization is also governed by an all-volunteer Board 
of Trustees with assistance from an advisory committee 
comprised of like-minded individuals. The contribution 
of volunteers can be felt in each department and across 
every facet of the Association’s ongoing operations. 
Wherever you are on the museum grounds a volunteer 
is probably not far away. The spirit of volunteerism 
permeates the Association’s unique culture and fuels 
the organization’s continued success. 

The past 47 years have witnessed the Association’s 
growth from an all-volunteer group into the profes-
sionally-operated museum that exists today. However, 
the organization’s reliance on volunteers remains as 
strong as ever, especially in regards to educational 
programming where docents deliver the vast majority 
of the museum’s award-winning workshops and 
outreach activities. Month after month and year after 
year, this dedicated group of selfless men and women 
can be found leading guided tours of the lighthouse 
and museum, facilitating onsite programs, assisting 
staff with administrative tasks, or traveling offsite to 
deliver educational workshops in classrooms and 
public venues throughout the local community. 

Each year, the Preservation Association recognizes the 
valuable contributions of its many docents by hosting 
a special dinner party. Held on March 7, 2020 at the 

Harbor Village Community Center in Ponce Inlet, the 
lighthouse’s Annual Volunteer Awards Banquet was a 
wonderful opportunity for museum staff to recognize 
and thank each volunteer for his/her service. In addition 
to the wonderful meal, volunteers and guests enjoyed 
the camaraderie of their lighthouse family as jokes 
were told and more than a few tall-tales were shared 
to the enjoyment of all.

Lead Docent John Mann kicked off the event with 
a litany of bad jokes and good natured rubs before 
launching into an informative presentation about the 
history of the nation’s lighthouses including those 
found in the volunteers’ home states. Programs 
Manager Mary Wentzel followed Mr. Mann’s presen-
tation by thanking the museum’s dedicated volunteer 
corps for collectively donating more than 2,694 hours 
of time and effort to the Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
Preservation Association over the past year.  Valued at 
nearly $67,600 in labor alone this incredible contri-
bution of time is actually priceless when one considers 
the amount of good will and educational opportunity 
the volunteers’ efforts bring to the local community.  

The festivities continued with the presentation of 
awards that celebrated the achievements and contri-
butions of each of the lighthouse’s dedicated docents. 
The following list includes information about when 
each docent became a lighthouse volunteer, why they 
chose to become a volunteer, what they like most about 
being a volunteer, and the total numbers of volunteer 
hours contributed to date.

Andrew Peczeniuk

Volunteer Since: October, 2019
Reason for Joining: My love for all things related to 
maritime history.
Favorite Activity: Being a Lighthouse Tour Guide
Hours to Date: 13

Janice Lowry

Volunteer Since: April, 2014
Reason for Joining: My love for early Florida and Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse history. 
Favorite Activity: Reenacting  Julia Schuppe O’Hagan
Hours to Date: 1,409

Steven Oshinski

Volunteer Since: September, 2017
Reason for Joining: The desire to become more involved 
within the Ponce Inlet community. 
Favorite Activity: The Science of Light workshop 
Hours to Date: 231

Jennifer Gill

Volunteer Since: June, 2009
Reason for Joining: My desire to help out and work on 
fascinating and important local history.
Favorite Activity: Transcribing historic documents
Hours to Date: 1,220 
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Cindy Horn

Volunteer Since: 2015
Reason for Joining: I love being with people and that’s 
why I love being a volunteer at the lighthouse. 
Favorite Activity: Portraying the “Tool Lady” for kids. 
Hours to Date: 809

Carol Jerson

Volunteer Since: May, 2014
Reason for Joining: To connect with the local community 
and teach people about lighthouse history.
Favorite Activity: Dressing up as Nelly the Lighthouse Cat.  
Hours to Date: 1,319

Pat Young

Volunteer Since: 2015
Reason for Joining: The opportunity to volunteer at the 
lighthouse and interact with people.
Favorite Activity: Being a tower monitor
Hours to Date: 153

Teresa Revak

Volunteer Since: May, 2018
Reason for Joining: To learn and share the history of the 
lighthouse and meet interesting people.
Favorite Activity: All of it!
Hours to Date: 152

Dorothy Beard

Volunteer Since: 2007
Reason for Joining: My love for history and connecting 
with children and adults. 
Favorite Activity: Leading lighthouse tours.
Hours to Date: 140

Heather Cloutier

Volunteer Since: 2018
Reason for Joining: I recently moved to the area and love 
the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse.
Favorite Activity: Leading children’s tours.
Hours to Date: 183

Debbie Sobien

Volunteer Since: March, 2017
Reason for Joining: I enjoy working with children and 
promoting local history. 
Favorite Activity: Children’s tours and historic reenacting.
Hours to Date: 323

Mike Kaszuba

Volunteer Since: August, 2019
Reason for Joining: My fond memories of visiting the 
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse as a boy. 
Favorite Activity: Museum at Night.
Hours to Date: 30

Helen Magale

Volunteer Since: January, 2003
Reason for Joining: I have always been attracted to the 
lighthouse and its history.
Favorite Activity: Meeting people from all over the world.
Hours to Date: 630

David Ahrend

Volunteer Since: 2011
Reason for Joining: I have always been fascinated with 
lighthouses and their history.
Favorite Activity: Being a Tower Monitor.
Hours to Date: 166

Jennifer Ahrend

Volunteer Since: 2015
Reason for Joining: To help out with Read Across America 
and the monthly Climb to the Moon event.
Favorite Activity: Talking with Climb to the Moon guests.
Hours to Date: 54

Stephen Welhoelter

Volunteer Since: February, 2020
Reason for Joining: I wanted to help the restore and 
preserve the historic lighthouse and Pacetti Hotel.  
Favorite Activity: Historic restoration & preservation. 
Hours to Date: 60

Ron Howell

Volunteer Since: 2012
Reason for Joining: I have a great interest in history and 
the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse.
Favorite Activity: Officiating Lighthouse Weddings.
Hours to Date: 61

Michael Revak

Volunteer Since: January, 2020
Reason for Joining: I wanted to help the Preservation 
Association restore the historic Pacetti Hotel.
Favorite Activity: Performing historic restoration work. .
Hours to Date: 60
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Gerry Harris

Volunteer Since: October, 2002
Reason for Joining: I saw an ad in the newspaper looking 
for volunteers to work on Fresnel lenses.
Favorite Activity: Climb to the Moon & Science of Light.
Hours to Date: 772

Rick Safarik

Volunteer Since: October, 2012
Reason for Joining: Lighthouses have always interested 
me and desire to give back to the community.
Favorite Activity: Climb to the Moon.
Hours to Date: 251

Cathy Safarik

Volunteer Since: July, 2012
Reason for Joining: My love for history and lighthouse 
and my desire to give back to the community. 
Favorite Activity: Climb to the Moon.
Hours to Date: 592

John Mann

Volunteer Since: 1887
Reason for Joining: My love for lighthouses and their 
fascinating history. 
Favorite Activity: I love everything I do here.
Hours to Date: 6,935

Jackie Mann

Volunteer Since: 2003
Reason for Joining: My love for lighthouses and educating 
children. 
Favorite Activity: Depicting Ida Lewis and Kids Crafts.
Hours to Date: 752

Tana White

Volunteer Since: 2009
Reason for Joining: I love to teach children about history 
and the Ponce Inlet.
Favorite Activity: Reenacting Ianthe Bond-Hebel.
Hours to Date: 1,108

Marsha Lewis

Volunteer Since: 2010
Reason for Joining: The lighthouse is beautiful and 
historic and I wanted to be involved with it.
Favorite Activity: Leading adult tours.
Hours to Date: 688

Allen Bestwick

Volunteer Since: 2005
Reason for Joining: My long-time love of lighthouses and 
desire to teach about their history. 
Favorite Activity: Lighthouse Keeper & Crystal Radios.
Hours to Date: 1,708

John Butterfield

Volunteer Since: 2014
Reason for Joining: I love lighthouses and how they 
symbolize man’s willingness to help his fellow man. 
Favorite Activity: Climb with the Keeper.
Hours to Date: 446

Alice Howell

Volunteer Since: 2012
Reason for Joining: The many volunteer opportunities 
afforded by the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse.
Favorite Activity: Read Across America.
Hours to Date: 43

Elizabeth Boggs

Volunteer Since: October, 2019
Reason for Joining: Because I am captivated by the beauty 
and historical significance of lighthouses.
Favorite Activity: Museum at Night so far.
Hours to Date: 14

The Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse Preservation 
Association is always looking for individuals interested 
in accepting the challenge of becoming a lighthouse 
volunteer.  Those wishing to learn more about volunteer 
opportunities at the lighthouse are encouraged to contact 
programs manager Mary Wentzel by email at mwentzel@
ponceinlet.org or by phone at (386)761-1821 X 18 to 
sign up. 
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Please complete the entire form to enroll, 
or join online at www.lighthouselocker.org.

Select type of membership:

  General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $20
  Senior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10
  Student (submit copy of ID). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10
  Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $40

      Gift Membership    From: _______________________
      Renewal

  2nd Assistant Keeper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $100
  1st Assistant Keeper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $200
  Principal Keeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $500
  Corporate Lampist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $500

Name: 

Address 1:   

Address 2:   

City:    State:          ZIP:  

Phone:     (                       )                              
  –

E-mail:

For family memberships, list spouse/partner and all immediate children 
under eighteen years of age:

Spouse/Partner: 

Children:   

(List any additional names on a separate sheet.)

We will contact 1st Assistant Keeper, Principal Keeper or Corporate 
Lampist members to obtain gift membership and company principal 
information.

Membership enclosed:  $

Donation enclosed: $

Total enclosed:  $

Please charge my: (check one)    
 Visa     MasterCard     3-Digit Security 

Code:______

CC#: 

Exp. Date:

Signature:

Or, make check payable to:
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse
4931 S. Peninsula Dr., Ponce Inlet, FL  32127

Thank You for Your Generous Support!
Office use only
Begins___________________  Ends____________________

Join the Ponce de Leon Inlet
Lighthouse Preservation
Association
A general annual membership includes:
• Free admission to the museum and lighthouse during 
 regular hours of operation
•  10 percent discount in the museum gift shop and  

online sto re
• One subscription to The Light Station quarterly newsletter
• Invitations to special events
• Volunteer opportunities

Membership categories:
General. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $20
 •   The benefits listed above for one individual

Senior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10
 • All privileges of General Membership for one individual 
  62 years or older

Student. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10
 • All privileges of General Membership for one individual 12 
  years or older with a valid student identification

Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $40
 • All privileges of General Membership for the immediate family
 •  Immediate family is limited to one or two adults and your 

children under age 18. Grandchildren are not eligible.
 •  You will be issued one membership card for each parent, 
  and each card will list the names of your children.
 • Child under 12 must be accompanied by an adult

2nd Assistant Keeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $100
 • All privileges of General or Family Membership
 • Recognition of your membership in the quarterly 
  newsletters' 2nd Assistant Keeper List

1st Assistant Keeper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $200
 • All privileges of 2nd Assistant Membership
 • Two gift General Memberships
 • Recognition of your support in the quarterly 
  newsletters' 1st Assistant Keeper List

Principal Keeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $500
 • All privileges of 1st Assistant Membership
 • A personalized guided tour of the Light Station
 • Recognition of your support in the quarterly 
  newsletters' Principal Keeper List

Corporate Lampist . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $500
 • All privileges of General or Family Membership for up to five 
  company principals
 • A personalized guided tour of the Light Station
 • Use of the Light Station's conference room for one meeting. 
 • Recognition of your companies support in the quarterly 
  newsletters' Corporate Lampist List

Florida Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Charitable Organization Number and Disclaimer:

Registration #: CH137
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN 
THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, 
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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4Gift Shop

The Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse Gift Shop specializes in unique lighthouse and nautical themed 
gifts for people of all ages. Our wide selection includes clothing, house wares, toys, and collectibles. 
Customers may also shop online at LIGHTHOUSELOCKER.ORG. Please contact the Gift Shop at  
(386) 761-1821 ext. 21 or via email at gifthop@ponceinlet.org for more information. 

Limit one coupon per member. Coupon may not be used in conjunction 
with any other discount. Proof of membership must be shown at time of 
purchase. Not valid for purchase of Memorial Bricks. 
Good from April 1, 2020 - July 1, 2020
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ILLUMINATED SEA LIFE 
GARDEN STAKES
Add a little nighttime coastal sparkle to your 
garden or front entrance with a wireless solar-
powered garden stake featuring an illuminated 
sea turtle or blue crab. Stake measures 40” tall 
when assembled and includes long-life LED 
bulbs. Please indicate desired crab or turtle 
design when ordering. 

Item #: 3998

Price: $39.99 (+S&H)

DONNA ELIAS FRAMED PRINT
Decorate your home or office with this beautiful 8.5”x11” print of the 

Ponce Inlet Lighthouse superimposed over a nautical chart of Ponce 

Inlet. A piece of fishing net draped over the edge of the weathered 

wood frame adds a nice nautical flair to the overall presentation.  

Item #:2169
Price: $29.99 (+S&H)

THE PONCE INLET LIGHTHOUSE: 
AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY
The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse: An Illustrated History is the culmination of 
more than 40 years of research by the Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
Preservation Association. Written by museum curator Ellen Henry, this 
fully illustrated hardback volume is the definitive history of the historic 
Ponce De Leon Inlet Light Station. Signed first edition copies of this 
recently published book are now available for purchase online and 

in the lighthouse gift shop.    Price: $49.95 (+S&H)

PONCE INLET LIGHTHOUSE YARD FLAG
Add a little POP! to your front yard, garden, or patio area with this 
colorful yard flag featuring a stunning image of the Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse. Appropriate for both indoor and outdoor use, this 
durable flag is made of 100% polyester and measures 12” wide by 18” 
tall. A 38” display rod can be purchased separately. 

Yard Flag: Item #: 5879  •  Price: 12.99 (+S&H)

38” Display Rod: Item #: 5880  •  Price: $8.99 (+S&H)

ILLUMINATED BLOWN GLASS LIGHTHOUSE
Decorate your favorite table, bookcase, or curio cabinet with this beautiful 
blown glass lighthouse featuring a sailboat, dolphin, and seagull. Optional 
rotating base illuminates the lighthouse with multi-colored lights that 
highlight the finely crafted details of this wonderful piece. Battery/AC-
powered illuminated base sold separately.  

Blown Glass Lighthouse: Item #: 3393  •  Price: 19.99 (+S&H)
Illuminated Base: Item #: 2780  •  Price: $17.99 (+S&H)

PONCE INLET LIGHTHOUSE 
MEMORIAL BRICKS 
The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse Memorial Brick Program is a 
unique and thoughtful way to honor friends and loved ones 
or celebrate special events including weddings, birthdays, and family vacations. Each laser-
engraved brick features the Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse logo and up to three lines of 
text. Each personalized brick is installed in the Light Station’s memorial walkway leading out 
onto the historic grounds where it will remain in perpetuity. Best of all, a portion of your brick 
purchase price is tax-deductible.

Lighthouse Memorial Brick:  Item # 0289   Price: $100
Full Size Duplicate Memorial Brick:  Item # 0290   Price: $85
Miniature Duplicate Memorial Brick:  Item # 0291   Price: $40 


