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FroMm THE ExecuTivE DIRECTOR

Dear Members,

I hope this issue of Illuminations finds
you well as we celebrate the arrival of
the New Year.

I am pleased to announce that the
Preservation Association concluded its
2018-2019 fiscal year on September
30th, 2019. It was an incredibly
eventful year and a great deal of
work was accomplished not only in
respect to the ongoing restoration
and preservation of the historic light
station itself but in relation to the
Association’s other areas of operation
including museum development,
artifact acquisition, and educational
programming. While there is not
enough room in this letter to provide a
full synopsis of these accomplishments,
the Association’s recently published
Annual Report provides a summary
of the organization’s activities during
Fiscal Year 2018-2019 in great detail.
You can view the report in its entirety
online at www.ponceinlet.org.

It is my honor to welcome Greg
Gantt, Cyndi Ritchey, and Mary
Lou Fillingame to the Association’s
Advisory Committee. The Ponce de
Leon Inlet Lighthouse Preservation
Association is governed by an all-
volunteer Board of Trustees comprised
of eleven Ponce Inlet residents
who are committed to the ongoing
preservation and dissemination of
the maritime and social history of the
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse. The Board
is assisted in its endeavors by an all-
volunteer Advisory Committee made

up of like-minded Town residents
drawn from the general membership.
Together, these two groups guide the
ongoing operations of the Ponce Inlet
Lighthouse and Museum.

As many readers may recall from
the previous issue of Illuminations,
the museum was in the process
of acquiring the historic Pacetti
Hotel located directly across from
the lighthouse on South Peninsula
Drive when the newsletter arrived in
their mailboxes at the beginning of
October. Commonly referred to as
the Pacetti House, Pacetti Hotel, or
Pacetti Boarding House, the history of
this 135-year-old structure, the land it
sits on, and the family that built and
operated it, is inexorably linked to
that of the lighthouse, its keepers, and
the families who once called the light
station home.

The Board of Trustees views the
purchase of the Pacetti Hotel as a
rare once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to save one of Volusia County’s most
endangered historic places and
significantly enhance the museum’s
ability to interpret the Ponce de Leon
Inlet Light Station in more meaningful
detail. T am pleased to announce the
official purchase of this important
piece of Ponce Inlet history by the
Preservation Association on October 4,
2019. You can learn more about the
hotel and the organization’s current
efforts to restore and preserve the 3.5
acre site in the articles found in this
issue of llluminations.
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I would like to take this opportunity
to acknowledge the generosity of
everyone who contributed to the
Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse
this past fiscal year. Thanks to their
generosity, the Association was better-
equipped to the address the ongoing
needs of this important National
Historic Landmark and world-class
museum. Those wishing to donate to
either the General Operating Fund,
Lighthouse Endowment Fund, or
Pacetti Hotel Fund may do so online at
www.lighthouselocker.org or by phone
at (3860) 761-1821 ext. 10. Additional
information regarding how you can
support the Ponce de Leon Inlet Light
Station and the Association’s efforts
to restore the newly acquired Pacetti
Hotel can be found online at www.
ponceinlet.org under the Support Us
tab.

The Association’s many successes over
the years could not have been achieved
without the continued support of
its many members. I wish you all a
wonderful new year. Thank you.

With Warm Regards,

Ed Gunnlaugsson
Executive Director
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse
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REGULAR HOURS OF OPERATION
SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 — MAY 24, 2020

OprEN DAILY FROM 10:00 AM UNTIL 6:00 PM
(Last Museum ADMISSION SoLD AT 5:00 pm)

SPECIAL HOURS OF OPERATION

Museum AT NiGHT EVENT
JANUARY 3, 2020 (FRIDAY)

MusteuM AND GIFT SHOP OPEN FROM 10:00 am
UNTIL 8:00 pm (LaST ADMISSION SOLD AT 7:30 pM)
MUusEUM AND GIFT SHOP OPEN FROM

Race WEEk 2020 ExteNpeD Hours 10:00 am UNTIL 7:00 Py (LasT
FEBRUARY 7-8 & 14-T5, 2020 (FRIDAY & SATURDAY) ~ Muskum ApmissioN AT 6:00 pm)
FEBRUARY 17-19, 2020 (MONDAY — WEDNESDAY)

MuseuMm AND GIFT SHOP OPEN FROM 10:00 aM
UNTIL 7:00 pM (LasT MusEUM ADMISSION AT 6:00 pMm)

SCHEDULED TOWER CLOSURES

JANUARY 10, 2020 (MONDAY)

Tower CLOSED FrROM 4:30 pM TO 6:00 PM
MusteuM AND GIFT SHOP OPEN UNTIL 6:00 pM
(Last Museum ADMISSION SoLD AT 5:00 pm)

UPCOMING MEETINGS

JANUARY 20, 2020 (MONDAY)
BoARD OF TRUSTEES AND (QQUARTERLY
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

(OPEN TO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP)

May 25, 2020 — SEPTEMBER 7, 2020
OPEN DAILY FROM 10:00 AM UNTIL 9:00 PM
(Last Museum AbMISSION SoLD At 8:00 pum)

Bike WEEK 2020 EXTENDED HOURS
MARCH 12-14, 2020 (THURSDAY-
SATURDAY)

FEBRUARY 9, 2020 (TUESDAY)
Tower CLOSED FrROM 5:00 M 1O 6:00 pM

MusteuM AND GIFT SHOP OPEN UNTIL 6:00 pM
(Last Museum ApMISSION SoLD AT 5:00 pm)

MARCH 16, 2020 (MONDAY)
BoARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
(CLOSED TO GENERAL PUBLIC AND MEMBERSHIP)

FEBRUARY 17, 2020 (MONDAY)
BoArD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
(CLOSED TO GENERAL PUBLIC AND MEMBERSHIP)

CLIMB TO THE MOON SCHEDULE

CLIMB TO THE MOON
FEBRUARY 9, 2020
(FRIDAY) (Sunpay) (MoNDAY)
5:00 pM - 6:30 PMm 5:30 pm — 7:00 PMm 6:30 pm — 8:00 pM
Journey to the top of the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and experience this National Historic Landmark in all

its glory. Join the Old Lighthouse Keeper on a personal tour of lighthouse and lantern room, and enjoy
breathtaking views of the Atlantic Ocean, Ponce Inlet, and scenic inland waterways.

January 10, 2020 MarcH 9, 2020

Toast the setting sun with a sparkling beverage and enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres by the light of the full
moon with your significant other and friends. Offered only on the eve of each full moon, this special event
is limited to 25 participants only. Tickets must be purchased in advance by calling Angel at (386) 761-1821
ext. 10. Prices are $35 for non-members and $30 for members.

Food for this event is generously donated by Hidden Treasure Rum Bar and Grille. Locally owned and
operated, Hidden Treasure Restaurant offers a wide selection of delicious entrees, appetizers, and beverages
and is located directly across from the lighthouse on the north bank of the Ponce Inlet waterway. You can
visit them online at www. hiddentreasurerestaurants.com
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Harvey & Connie Bach @ Frank Italiano Walt & Rhonda Glasnak David Sweat -
Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Port Orange, FL
(Endowment Fund Donor) (Board Member)
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Basilia Brown g‘% Brian & Kasey Layman BruAN Lava Washington D.C. Donald Roebuck T
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Thomas Bush Janice & Donald Doudna Mike & Stephanie Johanns Debra Rachul
Port Orange, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Holly Hill, FL
(Endowment Fund Donor) (Endowment Fund Donor)
Elsa Garrett Mary Ann Redinger
L. Keith Casagrande Oak Harbor, WA Jim & Kathy Kotas Ponce Inlet, FL
Daytona Beach Shores, FL Daytona Beach, FL
Tom & Peggy Ellwood Frederick Telling
Kadie Davis Saluda, NC Beverly McCall Port Orange, FL
Maryville, IL Longwood, FL
Joe & Tammy Gentry In Memory of Hollis McCall Calvin Willard ,
Nancy & Jesse Dillard Ponce Inlet, FL Port Orange, FL i
Ponce Inlet, FL Andrew Naglak (Bndowment Fund Donor) g
(PILH Volunieer) Colin Harmer Ponce Inlet, FL
Ponce Inlet, FL
Patrick & Debbie Pawling
Hamilton, OH
David & Jennifer Ahrend Bill & Judy Carrico Michael Harvey Alan & Jacquelyn Law ;
Port Orange, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Andover, MA 0ak Lawn, IL
Mark Albenze Bart Colwell Jim & Mary Lou Hinson Tami & Charles Lester g
Ponce Inlet, FL Utica, NY Ponce Inlet, FL Monticello, FL 3
Harriet B. Anderson Cheryl & Jim Cunningham Karen Huffman (Trustee Emerita) 3
Daytona Beach, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Port Orange, FL Helen & Bill Magale E
: (Board Member) : Ponce Inlet, FL 4
Brad & Anne Blais Jeffrey & Andrea Kidd (PILH Volunteers)
& Judy DiCarlo ;
Ponce Inlet, FL _:’oe i Oviedo, FL Kenneth Marshall
once Inlet, ; :
o) : . Gregory & Elizabeth Kissel Ponce Inlet, FL
Bruce & Janet Babbitt Frederick & Shirley Eckersen Cincinnati, OH (PILH Volunteer)
Danville, IN Port Orange, FL ‘
: g lius Exlenbach Nick & Catherine Klasne Raymond & Stacey Mayernik
Richard & Diane Boynton Julius Erlenbac Port Orange, FL Ponce Inlet, FL.
Exeter, NH Ponce Inlet, FL ;
Dana & Janice Fred John & Patricia La Belle Victor McClellan
John F. Bradley L Eredey Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL
Port Orange, FL Oviedo, FL
Ted & Suzi Hahn Robert & Tara Lamb Ward & Terry Mead
Phyllis Campbell Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Jacksonville, FL
Wake Forest, NC (Board Member)
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John & Denise Peterson

Port Orange, FL
Billy Joe Potts

Larry & Jennifer Short
Port Orange, FL

Robert G. & Marsha H. Smith

William & Marie Van Houten

Ponce Inlet, FL

Kathy Wilson & Bob LeDone

Greg & Marlyn Zullig
Winter Springs, FL

Port Orange, FL Tucson, AZ Ponce Inlet, FL
Robert & Margie Riggio James & Melissa Taylor {Boars Mo
Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)
{)ay & Leila Adams Dr. Phillip Da Steve Lampe Ron & Sharon Redick
aytona Beach, FL Daytona Beach Shores, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Columbus, OH
Roy Ambinder Charles & Phyllis Drummond Betty Lester Chapman J Root 1T
Ponce Inlet, FL Coupeville, WA Tallahassee, FL Ormond Beach, FL
ohn & Donna Becker Kenneth Dunne Noreen & Mark Levitt E]J Rossow
once Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Daytona Beach, FL Ponce Inlet, FL
William Beier Ronald & Chris Ecker Marsha Lewis Gordon Russell
Ponce Inlet, FL Satellite Beach, FL Daytona Beach, FL Daytona Beach, FL
Joseph & Mary Blasewitz Dennis & Patricia Engel Donna Lough {)oseph Semas
Safety Harbor, FL Mesa, AZ Depew, NY once Inlet, FL
Margret Boleslawski {John & Beth Fitzgibbons Larry & Helen Lynch Bob &{an Shaw
Ponce Inlet, FL once Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL
James Bond Dennis Fons ohn & Ann Macdonald William & Jackie Sheeran
South Daytona, FL Franklin, WI acksonville, FL Tiverton,
Hyatt & Cici Brown Mary & Jeff Garvin Patrick Magrady Robert & Mary Ann Shrum
Ormond Beach, FL Dayfona Beach, FL New Smyrna Beach, FL Gahanna, OH
Larry & Gin Burnham Tony & Donna Goudie Eric S. Martin Lisa & Stuart Sixma
Ormond Beach, FL Ponce Inlet, FL New Smyrna Beach, FL Ponce Inlet, FL
(Board Member)
{)oe & Kathy Cannon Judge Gil & Betsy McBride Robert L Smith
once Inlet, FL Marc Greenstein Cataula, GA Vero Beach, FL
South Daytona, FL
Ralph & Priscilla Carbone Vicky McDowell Harry & Teresa Suter
Lynnfield, MA oan Griffith Holly Hill, FL Ponce Inlet, FL
orwich, NY g i
Ben & Susan Coe Jason McGinnis Wilbur E Taft
Powell, OH William Henry Algonquin, IL Ponce Inlet, FL
Ormond Beach, FL
Mike & Debi Corbett ames Morris Kenneth & Nancy Terry
New Smyrna Beach, FL Carlton & Cler Hudgins once Inlet, FL Munford, TN
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Denise Cordre im & Kathy Murray Wayne & Joanne Thaller
Crown Point, I {)udy & Ron Huggins ilton, VT Port Orange, FL
once Inlet, FL
Michael & Roberta Cove (Board Member) Cledith & Dinah Oakley Mary(;ane Thompson
Winter Haven, FL ) Daytona Beach, FL Port Orange, FL
Mike & Jenett Jones ;
Russell J. & Alince Coyne Ponce Inlet, Roger & Lisa Packard Deborah Tolomeo
Harrisburg, PA Port Orange, FL Mountain View, CA
Edwin Klecan
Therese & Jay Crumley Monroe Township, NJ Ellen Pagliarulo Patricia Troutman
Ponce Inlet, FL Ponce Inlet, FL Winter Park, FL
Robert Knight (Board Member) !
Robert & Mal\lﬁ Darge Palm Beach Gardens, FL Patio R. Vagts
South Lyon, Howard & Lois Paritsky Ponce Inlet, FL
Rick Kolodinski & Ann Bradey Ponce Inlet, FL
Lois Davino New Smyrna Beach, FL Edward Walker
Port Orange, FL Marie L. Paris Sanford, FL
: : Larry Kopelman Edgewater, FL e
Edwin & Barbara Davis Charleston, WV : Pam Williams
Ponce Inlet, FL Robert & Lisa Putt Gainesville, FL
(Board Member) Tawna Kramer Ponce Inlet, FL

Ponce Inlet, FL
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JaNUARY, FEBRUARY & MARCH 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AR B AR O L e i ineaviaasanasaaiiisssiininaiianeransassse WIUSEUM AT NIGHT EVENT
FriDAY, §:30 PM TO 8:00 PM

Enjoy a fun-filled evening of discovery at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse with Museum of Arts and Science (MOAS)
curator of astronomy Seth Mayo. Climb to the top of Florida’s tallest lighthouse and view the wonders of the
universe through MOAS’s powerful Cassegrain reflector telescopes before heading back to earth to participate in
Ponce Inlet’s award-wining Science of Light and Lighthouse Illumination workshop. Teachers will be admitted free
charge throughout the evening in appreciation for all they do with valid school I.D.

N S R D i ithiiianssotiinonioiatonsasssnbansassonsvasasesisessasssasnasns (FIRL SCOUT DAY
SATURDAY, 10:30 AM — 2:30 PM

Calling all Girl Scouts! Drop that cell phone and learn how sailors navigated the world’s oceans and navigable
waterways in the days before modern electronics! This event is designed especially for Girl Scouts ages 8 and older
and is limited to only 60 participants. Registration for this event is available online at www.lighthouselocker.org.
Please contact programs manager Mary Wentzel by email at mwentzel@ponceinlet.org, or by phone at

(386) 761-1821 ext. 18, for more information.

FEBRUARY 14, 2020, 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 BEACH RACING DAY
FribpAY, 10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM

Travel back in time and discover the wild and woolly roots of Stock Car Racing during the 16th Annual Beach
Racing Day at the Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse and Museum. See historic beach racing cars from the Living
Legends of Racing and talk with drivers, owners, and mechanics who risked life and limb in pursuit of the
checkered flag on the World’s Most Famous Beach. Meet and listen to renowned authors Buz McKim and William
Lazarous as they discuss the history of auto rating and their respective books, The NASCAR Vault: An Official
History and Florida Motorsports Retrospective Pictorial and Sands of Time: The Definitive History of Beach
Racing. Both authors will be onsite during the event to sign autographs and share their extensive knowledge with
lighthouse guests.

MARCH 6_8 & 12_14, 210210, ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 BIKE WEEK AT THE LIGHTHOUSE
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, 12:00 PM — 2:00 PM

Take a ride down South Atlantic Avenue to one of Bike Week’s favorite destinations! Discover over 130 years of |
maritime history as you tour one of the largest and best preserved light stations in the country. Explore the museum,
participate in special presentations, and climb 175 feet to the top of Florida’s tallest lighthouse where spectacular
views the World’s Most Famous Beach, Ponce Inlet, and inland waterways await.

BRI OB D O L) 00 iii s it G onasioistoasrvessrisssvaonselonsosanivossunnsrsssisrssssesisvenssasssc FLORIDA HERIFAGE DAY
SATURDAY, 10:30 AM — 2:30 PM

Discover the fascinating history of the Ponce de Leon Inlet Light Station and local region on Florida Heritage Day! |
Enjoy historic reenactments, educational programs, and other family-oriented activities from 10:30 am until 2:30 |
pm. Learn what is was like to live and work in and around the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse at the turn-of-the-20th century
as you explore one of the largest and most complete historic light stations in the country.

ATTENTION READER: Unless otherwise noted, all scheduled events and activities at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse
are provided free of charge to participating guests with the price of regular admission. Additional information

TR ‘,-“(w:rr.";;r AR T YT Y

regarding scheduled events can be found online at www.ponceinlet.org under the Calendar of Events tab.
Individuals wishing to learn more about these and other upcoming scheduled events may contact programs

manager Mary Wentzel by phone at (386) 761-1821 ext. 18, or via email at mwentzel @ponceinlet.org.
|
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PACETTI HOTEL ACQUIRED BY PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

As many of you may recall from the previous issue of

Hlluminations, the Preservation Association was actively

engaged throughout the month of September navigating
the legal and financial requirements to acquire the Pacetti

Hotel located directly across from
the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse on South
Peninsula Drive. The Association’s
Board of Trustees is pleased to
announce that the property was
successfully purchased on October
4th, 2019, from Greenacres
Foundation, a Cincinnati-based
non-profit 501(c)(3) founded by
the hotel’s previous owners Louis &
Louise Nippert.

The weeks following the official
acquisition of the Pacetti Hotel were
very busy as museum staff began the
arduous process of restoring the 3.5
acre site. Maintenance-related work
has included cleaning the hotel’s
interior, cutting back overgrown
shrubs and trees, and clearing the
historic grounds of debris that has
accumulated over the years.

An initial order of work was also
developed by the museum’s
administrative staff to address the
property’s most critical needs. The
most pressing of these time-sensitive
issues is the restoration of the eroded
shoreline and stabilization of the
historic seawall which sustained
significant damage during the
2017 and 2018 hurricane seasons.
Additional items to be addressed
include the hotel’s old HVAC system,
damaged roofs, interior and exterior
restoration, and more.

The museum’s curatorial staff is
actively engaged in several Pacetti
Hotel projects as well. In addition
to accessioning dozens of items for
future use in the Historic Pacetti Hotel
Museum, Assistant Curator/Registrar
Felipe De Paula spent considerable
time helping research the hotel and
the family that built it. As a result
of his efforts, the museum’s staff
possesses a far greater understanding
of the history of the Pacetti Hotel than
ever before. Although he continues
to discover more with each passing
day, much of what he has learned to
date is addressed in the feature article
beginning on page 8 of this issue of
Hluminations. Last but not least,

Curator Ellen Henry initiated the lengthy review process
for placing the Pacetti Hotel on the National Register of

» Ala ,
The damaged sea wall resulted
in shoreline erosion

The property includes
several outbuildings in need of repair

Historic Places.

The procedure for inclusion on the National Register
begins with the submission of a preliminary site

information questionnaire to the
Florida Department of State’s
Bureau of Historic Preservation. The
questionnaire includes a description
of the site’s physical characteristics; a
summary of the property’s historic,
cultural, social, and architecture
significance; and historic and
modern photographs of the hotel
and grounds. Once the Bureau
of Historic Preservation receives
this information, a site visit may be
made to determine the suitability of
nomination. Additional information
may be requested before the
State’s Review Board makes its final
determination regarding whether
or not the site is eligible. If it is, the
State will assist museum staff in
preparing the necessary nomination
paperwork for inclusion on the
National Registry.

Although much has been done in
very little time, a great deal of work
needs to be completed before the
Association can focus its efforts
on the restoration of the hotel
and other secondary structures.
The most pressing of these tasks
includes the stabilization of the
historic seawall and restoration of
the eroded shoreline.

Individuals who are interested in
learning more about the Pacetti
Hotel and ways to assist the
Preservation  Association  with
the acquisition, stabilization and
restoration of this important historic
site either financially or with in-kind-
services are encouraged to contact
Executive Director Ed Gunn by
phone at (386) 761-1821 ext. 15 or
email at edgunn@ponceinlet.org for
more information.

Help support the historic Pacetti
Hotel Museum by making a donation
today! Acceptable forms of payment
include cash, check, or credit card.
Checks should be mailed directly
to the lighthouse at 4931 South
Peninsula Drive, Ponce Inlet FL,
32127. Cash and credit/debit card
donations are accepted inside the

museum gift shop and online at www.lighthouselocker.
org. Thank you!
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FEATURE ARTICLE

The Pacetti Hotel now.

In 1883, a United States government survey party
led by General Orville Babcock entered Mosquito
Inlet to search for a site where a new lighthouse
could be constructed. The site that was selected
was situated on the property of Bartola Pacetti, a
man whose family had lived on and cultivated that
land for over a hundred years. General Babcock
selected ten acres of Mr. Pacetti’s land upon which
the Mosquito Inlet Lighthouse, now known as the
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse, would be built. This sale
of land, ten acres for $400, spawned an important
connection that would eventually lead to the Ponce
Inlet Lighthouse Preservation Association purchasing
the historic Pacetti Hotel for $1.7 million on October
4, 2019. The acquisition of this historic site presents a
great opportunity for the Association, for it will help
us preserve and share the history of the Ponce Inlet
Lighthouse—a history in which the Pacetti Hotel is
undoubtedly involved.

The land upon which the Pacetti Hotel now stands can
be traced back to the New Smyrna colony developed
by Dr. Andrew Turnbull in 1768. Antonio Pons II,
whose parents had been recruited by Turnbull to
settle the area, started working the land just north of
Mosquito Inlet after the New Smyrna colony failed.
Pons’ ownership of the land became official in 1803
when a Spanish royal decree rewarded his loyalty
to Spain with a 175-acre land grant on the inlet’s
north shore.

Antonio Pons II was killed in 1812 defending the
then-Spanish city of St. Augustine from American
invaders. In 1815, his widow Benita Usina sought a
confirmation of the grant and title for herself and her
children from Florida’s Royal Governor. Following
this confirmation, Benita Usina requested additional
lands in 1823 to support herself and her children. Her
title to the grant was again confirmed, and by 1828

il
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a new survey of her land described it as 320 acres.
An Italian wig maker named Andreas Pacetti had
also come to Florida as part of the doomed Turnbull
colony. There he married his first wife, Gertrude Pons.
In 1842, Bartola Clemente Pacetti, a descendent of
both families, moved onto the Pons land grant at
Mosquito Inlet and began tending an orange grove
there. He made his living by many means, including
scavenging shipwrecks, piloting boats through the
inlet, and offering his services as a fishing guide. In
1860, Bartola married Martha Jane Wickwire at the
nearby Dun-Lawton Plantation. Once the Civil War
began that following year, the Pacettis were forced
to flee their lands near Mosquito Inlet because of the
inlet’s use by Confederate blockade runners.

After the Civil War, Bartola constructed a small
Cracker-style cottage on the Halifax River close
to Mosquito Inlet. The Pacettis began taking in
boarders and guiding them on a fishing and sight-
seeing expeditions. By 1881, Bartola and Martha had
constructed a larger boarding house located east of
their little cottage. This new boarding house drew
even more visitors to the area and the lively business
guiding tourists and fishermen would eventually
result in the inlet’s charter fishing industry which is

La 4 %@V e - v e * ;

FEATURE ARTICLE

still important today.

In 1883, General Babcock selected a portion of this
Pacetti land to be used for the construction of the
Mosquito Inlet Lighthouse, now the Ponce Inlet
Lighthouse. It is very possible that Babcock boarded
with the Pacettis during his visits to Mosquito Inlet,
seeing as there was literally no other convenient
place to stay. General Babcock could see the potential
of the area and the strong business that the Pacetti
Boarding House had been generating. He purchased
100 acres on the north side of the inlet for his own
personal use and planned to develop a resort after
the lighthouse project was completed. Sadly, Babcock
never lived to accomplish his plan. He was drowned
in Mosquito Inlet just as the lighthouse construction
was getting underway. What remained was his name
for his planned development—Ponce’s Park. As a
village began to grow up around the lighthouse and
the Pacetti place, Babcock’s name, with one small
alteration, was adopted and Ponce Park was born.

Bartola and Martha Pacetti took the $400 from the
sale of land to the government and in 1886 completed
a two-story addition containing possibly as many
as seven more rooms to the rear of their boarding
house. The addition’s first floor consisted of a long

>> CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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THE HISTORIC PACETTI HOTEL (continued)

hallway lined with windows on the west side and a
covered porch that ran the length of the addition on
the east side. A kitchen was attached to the back of the
west side. The hotel rooms on the second floor were
all on the east side of the buildings off the long hallway
that went from the front of the hotel to the back. In
joining the two buildings there was a gap between the
two rooflines which can be seen in images of the hotel
from this time. This was the first real hotel at Ponce
Park, which would eventually become Ponce Inlet.
Mosquito Inlet’s reputation as a fishing spot spread
around the country and the Pacetti men, including
Bartola and his sons Gomez and Bert, were the
most famous fishing guides in the area. Even Martha
Pacetti, who was universally praised for her cooking,
also participated by

College of Pharmacy. He and Walker shared a passion
for fishing, sight-seeing, and playing the card game
Whist—all of which were common at the Pacetti Hotel.
Another important visitor was William Henry Gregg,
a wealthy St. Louis industrialist. Gregg had retired
in 1889 from the presidency of the Southern White
Lead Company and was devoting himself to travel,
socializing, and fishing. He spent weeks in Florida
each year, tying up his yacht Orian at the Pacetti
hotel dock. From his travels, Gregg wrote the classic
book Where, When, and How to Catch Fish on the
East Coast of Florida (1902). The book was heavily
illustrated in Walker’s style, and although no artist was
credited, it was generally accepted that Walker had
contributed. At the time, Walker was well known for

his detailed paintings

guiding tourists on
river sightseeing trips
in a small naphtha-
powered launch.

One of the earliest
guests at the Pacetti’s
boarding house was
the artist William Aiken
Walker, who visited
the Hotel regularly
between 1881 and
1919. Walker was
born in Charleston,
South Carolina,
and used his artistic
talents to portray the South’s devastation following
the Civil War. Walker chose the life of an itinerant
artist, traveling throughout the South to wherever
the art market was strong. He enjoyed wintering in
Florida, often starting out at the Magnolia Hotel in
St. Augustine and moving to Mosquito Inlet later in
the season. He reportedly urged Martha and Bartola
Pacetti to expand their boarding house into a hotel
catering to wealthy sportsmen who enjoyed fishing,
and during his winters there he often served as the
desk clerk to help defray the cost of his room. He was
also generous with his art, making gifts to the Pacetti
family of drawings and paintings.

One of Walker’s closest friends among the winter

guests at the Pacetti Hotel was Dr. C. Lewis Diehl, a
pharmacist and the first president of the Louisville
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Bartola Pacetti fishing near the Mosquito Inlet Lighthouse

of fish caught by guests
at the Pacetti Hotel, an
important source of
income for the artist.

Bartola Clemente
Pacetti died in 1898,
and his son Gomecinda
(“Gomez”) took over
management of the
hotel. In 1917, Martha
also passed away. The
popularity of Ponce
Park and the Pacetti
Hotel continued to
flourish into the 1920s
as the Florida real estate boom was in full swing. The
Pacetti Hotel was sold in 1920 to Mrs. Fred Phares, of
Lexington, Kentucky. The Phares’ used the hotel as a
clubhouse where they held various balls and dancing
parties until the untimely death of Mrs. Phares the
very next year. The hotel was again sold, this time to
Edmund Widdowson, a wealthy land speculator and
businessman from Clymer, Pennsylvania. Widdowson
had a sister living in Ponce Park and he himself planned
to retire and live in Florida during the winters. The
building’s use as a hotel was coming to an end.
After Widdowson’s death in 1929, his heirs sold the
property to Olivia Gamble, daughter of James N.
Gamble of Procter and Gamble fame. She purchased
the property to honor the memory of her father who
loved the area and was reported to have stayed and
fished at the hotel many years prior.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

The Pacetti Hotel once had a large rear porch.

Olivia Gamble undertook a major restoration of
the property in 1937, and it was then that the two
rooflines of the building were joined, giving the hotel
the appearance of a single structure. A concrete seawall
and a new dock were constructed, and Gamble also
arranged for a street entrance
gate to be installed at the
property’s driveway.

Olivia Gamble did not live in the
Pacetti Hotel. Instead, when in
Florida she resided at another
house in Daytona owned by the
Gamble estate. She used the
hotel to host her friends and
social events. After her death in
1961, the property was willed to
her nephew, Carl Louis Nippert
and his wife Mary Louise of
Cincinnati, Ohio. Louis and
Louise Nippert were socially
prominent philanthropists in
Cincinnati. They created a suite
for themselves on the Pacetti
Hotel’s second floor where they
stayed during their Florida visits.
Louise Nippert referred to the

place as the “Pacetti fishing hotel” and hosted many
guests and social events there. The Nipperts were also
the owners of the Cincinnati Reds baseball team during
the Reds’ most successful years that saw them win the
1975 and 1976 World Series. When the Reds were in
Florida for spring training at that time, the Nipperts
hosted the team and held parties in their honor.

In 1970, the Nipperts hired Virginia Ann Caneer as a
resident caretaker for their Pacetti Hotel. Living right
next-door to the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse, Ann Caneer
became heavily involved with its restoration. Ann and
a group of citizens in the town of Ponce Inlet worked
together to save the nearby historic light station. Her
commitment to saving the light station was but a
continuation of the close relationship between the
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and the Pacetti Hotel. Back in
the late nineteenth century, Bartola Pacetti’s son Henry
died in an unfortunate boating accident while helping
to bring supplies for the lighthouse’s construction.
His other son Bert Pacetti later went on to marry
Bertha Rowlinski, the daughter of the first lighthouse
keeper at Mosquito Inlet. Overall, the Pacettis and
the lighthouse keepers maintained mostly friendly
relationships throughout the years.

The Nipperts in front of the Pacetti Hotel

>> CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The Pacetti Hotel and the Mosquito Inlet Lighthouse

chapter in the history of this magnificent structure. The
Pacetti Hotel that began its life as an isolated fishing
resort for visitors from all over the country will be
restored by our Preservation Association to showcase
the hotel’s history and its importance to the lighthouse
as well as the town of Ponce Inlet.

By 1972, Ann Caneer was the leader of a group of
volunteers who not only saved the light station but also
developed the site into a National Historic Landmark
and a world-class museum. Ann became the museum’s
first executive director. She lived at the Pacetti Hotel
for forty years, and during that time she herself hosted
guests and events at the hotel as a result of her interest
in automobile racing. Her favorite driver, Jimmy Means,
and his team stayed at the hotel whenever races brought
them to the area.

Few buildings in Volusia County have a history that
can match that of the Pacetti Hotel. Now that our
association has endeavored to restore the building to
its former glory, we are seeking support from anyone
interested in preserving our local history. Those who
would like to be a part of this important restoration
can do so in a variety of ways. Financial donations are
always appreciated, as are donations of services and any
period appropriate artifacts. If you have any object or
document that may have originated from or relates to
the Pacetti Hotel in any way, please do not hesitate to
reach out to us. We are also always on the search for
photographs of the hotel, stories from those who may
have visited, and any general information that might
help us better interpret this historic structure.

Ann Caneer retired from the Preservation Association
in 2008 and soon moved to Alabama to be near her
family. The Pacetti Hotel no longer had a resident
caretaker. Ann passed away in 2011, as did Louise
Nippert. The Pacetti Hotel property was deeded to the
Greenacres Foundation, an Ohio non-profit founded
by the philanthropy of Louis and Louise Nippert. The
building remained unused since Ann’s departure. On
October 4, 2019, the property was officially purchased
by the Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse Preservation
Association. That date marked the beginning of a new
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Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and Museum programs
manager Mary Wentzel, lead docent John E. Mann, and
volunteer docent Jackie Mann were privileged to lead a
breakout session highlighting

T2 &

LIGHTHOUSE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM ON THE NATIONAL STAGE

in Montreal, the trio of lighthouse educators submitted
an application requesting authorization to present a
workshop during the October event. The lighthouse’s
proposal was one of more than

the museum’s educational E

endeavors during the 19th

National Docent Symposium m
(NDS) held in Washington, .
D.C. from October 23rd {.Il 00y ‘\.
through the 27th, 2019. L —

The NDS is a biennial

200 tendered to the National
Docents Symposium Board
for review. Applications were
received from museums large
and small, with many originating
from some of the nations’
premier institutions including

NATIONAL
DOCENT
SYMPOSIUM

conference that promotes
continuous improvement in

CAPITALIZING ON EXPERIENCE

the Philadelphia Museum of
Art, the Guggenheim, the New
York Metropolitan Museum of

docent practice by facilitating
communication and collaborative interaction among
volunteer docents, tour guides, and professional
staff from US, Canadian, and European museums of
art, science, and history. Scheduled every other year
since 1981, the Symposium provides participants the
rare opportunity to share their
experiences, explore best practices,
and exchange ideas in an effort to
improve their existing programs.
Each event is dedicated to a specific
theme or topic and is typically
sponsored by a museum located
within the host city with additional
support from other cultural sites in
the immediate area.

The focus of this year’s symposium
was Capitalizing on Experience.
Event highlights included an
opening reception at the historic
Mayflower Hotel hosted by keynote
speaker Augustus Casely-Hayford
of the National Museum of African
Art, 48 informational workshops,
18 guided tours of cultural centers
within the Washington D.C. area,
two catered lunches featuring guest
speakers Kaylin Feldman of the National Gallery of Art
and Karleen Gardner of the Minneapolis Institute of Art,
and a closing reception at the Freer/Sackler Museum
hosted by its director Chase Robinson.

Ponce Inlet Lighthouse Programs Manager
Mary Wentzel poses in front of the
museum’s booth at the 2019 National
Docents Symposium

Inspire by the spirit of cooperation and fellowship that

they encountered during the 2017 Docents Symposium

Art, the Getty Museum, and
practically all branches of the Smithsonian Museum in
Washington, D.C. We are proud to announce that Ponce
Inlet’s presentation was one of only 48 workshops
chosen for the conference.

Mary, John, and Jackie presented
their program on the morning of
October 25th. The breakout session,
titled Partnering with Your Schools:
A Scholastic and Museum Alliance,
STE(A)M and More, focused
on the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse
and Museum’s award-winning
STEAMING through Lighthouse
Hlumination educational program.
The workshop sold out within the
first few hours of open registration
and was attended by 48 docents and
museum professionals from across
the US and Canada.

The three presenters kicked-off the
workshop with an overview of the
Ponce de Leon Inlet Light Station
and the Preservation Association’s
47-year mission to preserve and
disseminate the maritime and social history of the
National Historic Landmark before launching into the
main focus of the presentation - educational outreach
program development and the importance of building
collaborative relationships with local public and private
schools.
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LicarHouse HAPPENINGS

Using existing lighthouse programs as examples, Mary,
John, and Jackie led an entertaining and informative
discussion about the importance of developing engaging
educational programs for students of all ages and fostering
effective collaborative relationships with public and
private school teachers and district administrators. The
portion of the presentation devoted to the Science of
Light and Lighthouse Illumination proved of significant
interest to those in attendance.

The three presenters emphasized time and again that
the quality of an organization’s educational program did
not rely on the size of the museum or the amount of
funding available. What often distinguishes an exceptional
educational program from a mediocre one is the parent
organization’s ability to achieve the following goals:

a) Be Proactive: An organization’s success is often
tied to its willingness to push existing boundaries.
Think “outside of the box,” and adapt to the ever
changing needs of the local school system.

b) Stay Focused: An organization cannot address
everything. Stick to what you know and do it well.
Develop a clear educational vision that is focused on
the museum’s established mission and then work
towards making that vision a reality.

¢) Build Relationships: Developing excellent
educational programs is only half the battle. The
success of your educational endeavors relies on the
support and advocacy of teachers and school adminis-
trators. Build collaborative relationships with local
educators by visiting schools and attending district
level meetings and seminars.

d) Be Creative: Think effective, engaging, and
relevant. Children learn in many different ways.
Design your programs so they address multiple
learning modalities, encourage student interaction,
and are relevant to the established curriculum by
aligning them to the state or national standards.

e) Invest in Your Docents: Museums with limited
resources rely heavily on well-trained volunteers. The
time spent recruiting, training, and retaining volunteer
docents is well-worth the effort. Remember, a strong
volunteer corps is the foundation upon which most
successful educational programs are built. Invest in
them and thank them often for all they do.
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While the breakout sessions were not competitively
ranked or rated, the popularity of Ms. Wentzel and Mr.
and Mrs. Mann’s presentation was clearly evidenced by
the sheer volume of follow-up emails and phone calls
that the lighthouse received in the weeks following the
symposium’s conclusion. As a result of the workshop,
a prospective collaboration is currently being explored
between Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and the Smithsonian
American Museum of Art and Renwick Gallery.

When asked to summarize the lighthouse group’s overall
conference experience Ms. Wentzel replied. “Our main
objective during the 2019 National Docents Symposium
was to network with other museum docents, discover
new ideas and techniques that we could utilize at the
lighthouse, and learn from the experiences of others in
our field. However, the amount of positive feedback that
we received about our presentation was truly wonderful.
I was amazed by the level of appreciation everyone felt for
the lighthouse’s educational efforts. At the conclusion of
the third day, many docents informally remarked that our
presentation was the best that they attended. The praise
that the lighthouse received for its ongoing commitment
to education was both humbling and exciting to hear.
The experience filled all three of us with a deep sense
of pride and gratitude.”
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The historic Mayflower Hotel in Washington D.C. where
the 2019 National Docents Symposium was held.
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Join THE PoNCE DE LEON INLET
LicHTHOUSE PRESERVATION
ASSOCIATION

A GENERAL ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
* Free admission to the museum and lighthouse during
regular hours of operation
* 10 percent discount in the museum gift shop and
online store
* One subscription to The Light Station quarterly newsletter
* Invitations to special events
* Volunteer opportunities

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:

GenetalY i o s N TR S SR $20
¢ The benefits listed above for one individual
S ENTOT S S T e e g AR R e sV e E L T e $10

e All privileges of General Membership for one individual
62 years or older

Students Rl b Lo e TR $10
e All privileges of General Membership for one individual 12
years or older with a valid student identification

Family: o iEanaiiagen s e, Soniimn s it e $40
¢ All privileges of General Membership for the immediate family
* Immediate family is limited to one or two adults and your
children under age 18. Grandchildren are not eligible.
* You will be issued one membership card for each parent,
and each card will list the names of your children.
* Child under 12 must be accompanied by an adult

Please complete the entire form to enroll,
or join online at www.lighthouselocker.org.

Select type of membership:

Bla@eneralyiei o fihee - Cos SRR ST $20
B S SNl O 2 Fal 1 s S i - o P e e e S i $10
EIESTudEnt (submiticopyofID) et e kit e ST $10
EXEEamily @ s e S e et e ey $40
U Gift Membership From:
U Renewal
BIg2ndiASSistant Keeper: v, oy o3 0s $100
E)SSE AssistanBIKeepery . 54 - s u i o W e $200
ElEPrincipallKeEpers: = o S s Fhee st ooy $500
ElRGOPOTACIEAMPIST 87 e oA s s ey $500
Name:
Address 1:
Address 2:
City: State: ZIP:
Phone: ¢ ) 2
E-mail:

Office use only
Begins Ends

2nd Assistant Keeper................... $100
e All privileges of General or Family Membership
¢ Recognition of your membership in the quarterly
newsletters' 2nd Assistant Keeper List

1st Assistant Keeper. . . . ................ $200
* All privileges of 2nd Assistant Membership
¢ Two gift General Memberships
* Recognition of your support in the quarterly
newsletters' 1st Assistant Keeper List

Prmc1palKeeper Lo o Rl S L SO
All privileges of 1st Assistant Membership
* A personalized guided tour of the Light Station
* Recognition of your support in the quarterly
newsletters' Principal Keeper List

Corporate Lampist.............. $500
All privileges of General or Family Membership for up to five
company principals

* A personalized guided tour of the Light Station

¢ Use of the Light Station's conference room for one meeting.

* Recognition of your companies support in the quarterly
newsletters' Corporate Lampist List

Froripa DEpPT. OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION NUMBER AND Di1SCLAIMER:

Registration #: CH137

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL
INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN
THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

For family memberships, list spouse/partner and all immediate children
under eighteen years of age:

Spouse/Partner:

Children:

(List any additional names on a separate sheet.)

We will contact 1st Assistant Keeper, Principal Keeper or Corporate
Lampist members to obtain gift membership and company principal
information.

Membership enclosed: §

Donation enclosed: $

Total enclosed: $

Please charge my: (check one)
U vVvisa O MasterCard
Code:

CC#:

3-Digit Security

Exp. Date:

Signature:

Or, make check payable to:

Ponce Inlet Lighthouse
4931 S. Peninsula Dr., Ponce Inlet, FL 32127

Thank You for Your Generous Support!
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GIFT SHOP

PONCE INLET NANTUCKET SWEATER

Proclaim your love for the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse with this comfortable
poly/cotton blend crew neck Nantucket Sweater featuring an embroidered
image of the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse along with its name. Available in gray
or white in sizes small through XX-Large. Please indicate desired color and
size when ordering.

Item #:3842

Price: $31.99 (+S&H) - (Sizes Small - X-Large)

$32.99 (+S&H) - Size XXL

PONCE INLET LIGHTHOUSE SUN CATCHER

Bring a splash of color into the room with this custom hand-painted sun
catcher featuring the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse on the night of the full moon!
Sun catcher measures 5" X 7.

Item #:0023
Price: $22.99 (+S&H)

THE PONCE INLET LIGHTHOUSE:
mane | AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY

" Anllustrated History

s ey The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse: An lllustrated History s the culmination of
more than 40 years of research by the Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse
Preservation Association. Written by museum curator Ellen Henry, this
fully illustrated hardback volume is the definitive history of the historic
Ponce De Leon Inlet Light Station. Signed first edition copies of this
recently published book are now available for purchase online and in the
lighthouse gift shop.

Price: $49.95 (+S&H)

PONCE INLET LIGHTHOUSE LONG-SLEEVE HOODED T-SHIRT

This long-sleeved hooded t-shirt is printed on the front of the garment
with Ponce Inlet Lighthouse logo. This light-weight shirt is made from
a 52/48 cotton-poly blend and is perfect for those cool spring days.
Available in sizes Small - XXL and four color options including green w/
pink text, blue w/yellow text, purple w/yellow text, and green w/navy
text. Please indicate desired size and color when ordering.

Item #:4287
Price: $13.99 (+S&H) (Add $1.00 for XXL)

PONCE INLET LIGHTHOUSE YARD FLAG

Add a little POP! to your front yard, garden, or patio area with this
colorful yard flag featuring a stunning image of the Ponce Inlet
Lighthouse. Appropriate for both indoor and outdoor use, this
durable flag is made of 100% polyester and measures 12" wide by 18"
tall. A 38" display rod can be purchased separately.

Yard Flag: Item #: 5879 * Price: 12.99 (+S&H)
38” Display Rod: Item #: 5880 * Price: $8.99 (+S&H)

The Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse Gift Shop specializes in unique lighthouse and nautical themed
gifts for people of all ages. Our wide selection includes clothing, house wares, toys, and collectibles.
Customers may also shop online at LIGHTHOUSELOCKER.ORG. Please contact the Gift Shop at
(386) 761-1821 ext. 21 or via email at gifthop@ponceinlet.org for more information.
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SEA TURTLE BRACELET,
ORNAMENT, AND HATCHING
EGG SET

Marine Life Rescue Project is a movement to
save our oceans and the marine life that lives in
them. This unique set includes a bracelet, laser-
engraved wood ornament, and glow in the
dark hatching sea turtle egg. A percentage of
all proceeds generated through the sale of this
set will go to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium
Research Institute.

Item #:6328/6327
Price: $30.99 (+S&H)

% PONCE INLET [ IGHTHOUSE
¢ MEMBERSHIP COUPON

20% QFF ANY
SINGLE [TEM

Limit one coupon per member. Coupon may not be used in conjunction
with any other discount. Proof of membership must be shown at time of
purchase. Not valid for purchase of Memorial Bricks.

Good from January 1, 2020 - April 1, 2020




